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Buddha. Adhering to his words, he sent thirty-one skilled Devadatta, though still alive, finally fell into a hell befitting 

archers to attack the Buddha; but when they approached his crimes. 

the Buddha, they were so awed by his presence that they When comparing the evil deeds of Devadatta with the atti- 

repented, prostrating themselves before him, and became his tude of the Buddha who endured them, we can learn many 

disciples. valuable lessons. In this one story we can observe a range of 
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bodhisattvas : One of the unexpected lessons I is the very essence of Buddhism. To recognize the buddha- 

exemplars of the way learned when I was introduced to nature that every living being shares equally and to make 

the Lotus Sutra was in chapter 20 , an e ff ort i Q cultivate that buddha-nature arc basic and es- 

“Thc Bodhisattva Never Despise, where the following sential aspects of Buddhism that must be fully understood 
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the Ten Suchnesses, our eyes, that is, our way of seeing 
others, will also begin to change. Most important, we will 
be able to see the equal buddha-nature (potential to become 
a buddha) within the personalities of others. And we come 
to respect those whom we have despised or considered quite 
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knowledge. The Tathagata sees and knows what is the good 
of all the laws and also knows what all living beings in their 
inmost hearts are doing; he penetrates them without hin¬ 
drance. Moreover, in regard to all laws, having the utmost 
understanding of them, he reveals to all living beings the 
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manifestations of this reality, any form that can manifest the nature of development Reverend Toyohiko Kaga- 

the complete embodiment of its distinctive innate nature I as seen in the parable wa, who is regarded as one 

has in fact achieved buddhahood. A tree that has manifested of the prodigal son of the most active Christians 

completely the buddha-nature unique to that tree has just in modern Japan, praises the 

as surely attained buddhahood as any human being who Lotus Sutra in very high terms in his book Religion as Life, 
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to the end of the road so that they could gain the jewels. constructing a The spirit of the Lotus Sutra does 

This parable directly teaches the practice of Buddhism, truly peaceful land not aim solely at the salvation of in- 

but at the same time teaches the road of life and the way dividuals or at the awakening of in— 

that shows the path to world peace. The long and hard way dividuals to the truth, but ultimately aims at changing all 

symbolizes the long history of mankind s suffering caused of soc iety to the right Law. This is symbolized by the words 
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was originally the buddha-land, if one reaches enlighten- the people who are living on it, and they should create 

rnent in his mind, the world will naturally become the their happy lives with their own hands. 

Pure Land.” Strictly speaking, this view is related to the The fact that the bodhisattvas issued forth from the midst 

selfish belief that “it is enough if I myself am enlightened, °f the earth can serve as a very important lesson. The per- 

if I alone become happy.” son who wants to make this world peaceful should directly 
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In this chapter, it is explained that the Buddha reveals all people live according to the truth taught by the Buddha, 

divine power and shows various mysterious or miraculous ' such distinctions as heaven, saha- world, and hell will dis- 

phenomena, all of which symbolize the truth that every- appear and all the worlds of the universe will be united as 

thing is one. one buddha-land. 

Near the end of the chapter, after revealing various mi- This is the “one buddha-land” of spiritual life; and if spit- 
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however, discriminate falsely: ‘It is this’ or ‘it is that,’ and traditionally accompanies the Sutra of Innumerable Mcan- 

‘it is advantageous’ or ‘it is disadvantageous’; they entertain ings> expoun d s muc h more intelligibly the idea that “every 

evil thoughts, make various evil karmas, and [thus] trails- man is t ] le child of the Buddha.” The Buddha in this sense 

migrate within the six realms of existence; and they suffer means the great pfe Q f t } le universe, which is the very root 

all manner of miseries, and cannot escape from there during D f a p p h enomena . I n other words, the Lotus Sutra teaches 
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In chapter n of the Lotus Sutra, “Beholding the Precious its essence, the same. If we were to dispute over details, 

Stupa,” it is explained that each direction was filled with we could find minor differences between the n^npe of 

buddha-tathagatas from its four hundred myriad kotis of Christianity, the compassion of Buddhism, and the makoto 

nayutas of domains. In chapter 16 , “Revelation of the [Eter- of Shinto. But when we examine their roots, all arc human 

nal] Life of the Tathagata,” the Buddha teaches: “Through- sentiments that are, simply and purely, the great life of the 
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of affiliated organizations reached eighty-six as of 1972—and 1 Peace Proposal 

all the members are active and on good terms. | Thanks to the firmness and sincerity of the governments 

The UNROJ became affiliated with the Japan Religions | of the United States, the United Kingdom, and the USSR, 

League a year after its own formation. Since then, the post I and the supreme support of the nations concerned, the Par- 
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which, after all, are meant to purify people s minds and council, the Pope said, “We unanimously desire to forge 

bring peace to the world. Some people who had the men- stronger bonds of union with those Christian brethren who 

tality to overcome this irrationality began the ecumenical are still separated from us. We mean to address to the world 

movement, and it has been gradually growing. a heartfelt message of friendship and salvation. With humble 

Under such circumstances, the late Pope John XXIII de- and hrm confidence we expect from the divine mercy all the 
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my determination to be a bridge between the two religions, this is not surprising. If people are aware of the fact that 

and extend this bridge to various other religions, as well. they are directly connected with a supreme being, and 

On the way back to the hotel after meeting the Pope, I pursue this connection seriously, they are all moving toward 

thought that Buddhism and Christianity must come from the same goal. 

the same source. There is no difference between the com- This feeling was strongly reinforced by the visit of Dr. 
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we cannot understand mutually if we carry on our talks in verse exists in isolation from other tilings and that all things 

this frame of mind. It should he the mission of us religion- have complicated connections with one another, carrying 

ists to make efforts toward creating a human family.” over from lifetime to lifetime. 

I added, quoting the words of Sakyamuni Buddha: I would like to add a new meaning to this view of cn 

“ ‘Now this triple world that would include in it not only conditions in previous lives 
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cans in Kyoto. These delegates also recommended that a I ons are totally banned, all mankind will share the same fate 

world conference on religion and peace take place in late | regardless of what particular ideological beliefs people hold. 

1969 or early 1970 and proposed that similar consultative I This means that nearly four billion people are navigating 

meetings be held to work toward realizing this goal. 1 a rough sea in a single ship. People must realize this and co- 

From this recommendation, an Interim Advisory Com- ^ operate because their ship is in danger of sinking. No mat- 
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boundaries of race and nation, both in peace and in war. and discuss with those in religious fields who arc working 

The reason we religionists united for this conference is , hard for peace of mind, peace among men, and the peace of 

the same. And what enabled it to be realized was the sowing the world. This dream has now been realized here and to- 

of the seed called “contact.” Through repeated contacts day in the form of this conference. And let me express my 

and talks, the time gradually became ripe. But even though • conviction that this gathering cannot but be a great success. 
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with religionists from abroad with whom I had no personal 
acquaintance, I was pleasantly surprised to discover so many 
of my colleagues shared the same enthusiasm, the same con¬ 
viction, and the same understanding. 

I have since witnessed with my own eyes and mind how 
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one and of dissolving conflicts into harmony. 1 hope you 
will kindly understand how we felt in organizing the con¬ 
ference. 

It is true that many people today are negating or neglect¬ 
ing religion. But, no matter whether they believe in Clod or 








in bringing harmony into the world that is realizing world It seems to me that the brief words of these two men cx- 

P eace - pressed the meaning and fruitfulness of the conference better 

than a million words could have. We discussed the issues of 
world peace very earnestly, never losing humility toward 
the first world conference The first World Conference each other as men of religion. There had been heated argil- 
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There should be established an international office in contributing to the peace and welfare of the Vietnamese 

which, in turn, should encourage the establishment of people, based upon the spirit of the Kyoto conference, 

national and regional bodies consisting of dedicated While in Vietnam, we visited many places around Saigon 

men and women of various religions devoted to the and Hue, sometimes coming within only ten or twenty 

cause of peace with justice. miles of the North Vietnamese border. We talked with vari- 
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“justice is on our side,” had any meaning. Tragically, since 
nothing happened to change the situation until much later, 
many innocent civilians died. 

We felt that it was no longer the time to discuss right¬ 
eousness or ideology. It was time to step forward and solve 
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one-sided in leaning to either the American or the Russian Sutra, which preaches that every religion is from the same 

camp. But the Kyoto conference was attended by religious root, the encouragement of the council was an unforget- 

leaders who, in the name of peace, transcended the barriers table steppingstone that gave me reason to he hopeful for 

of national boundaries and religious sects. the realization of a world conference on religion and peace. 

Throughout history, the absoluteness that religions have 
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right or left, capitalist or socialist. Instead of demanding of war, such as the infamous Bataan Death March, the title 

that one select a particular ideology, we should struggle to “Son of Bataan” should have great meaning. It was just a 

search for a way in which mankind can live in harmony. decade ago that people in the Philippines would sometimes 

That being the case, I’m firmly convinced that the way spit and heap abuse on Japanese tourists, 

in which religionists view the world, especially through When we remain in Japan, which is now at peace, it 


^ b 

< cj rt 

w £ 

cj 

Ui G Q 

O G 


g 

Cj rt 2 

33 -a 

g < T> 

u CJ 
^ Gd CJ 
£ 

u ,tJ O 
o ^ > 

d CJ ^ 

^ * o 

a g 53 
■5 y -d 

ts & o 

<-0 -*-» ’*Q- 

o 

O P_ 3 "2 

<-* SP-G -t3 
g * J G 
S £ -G 
h rt ,±j 

u y s y 

tO >> 


C+H <«4—< 1 

O O rt 
fcp 8 Jg ' 

£2 r- ■*-> 

'3 o 3 ■ 

g TS ° 

c % 

° 

« c G 
O - 5 .2 

•5 Jg is 

33 3 

» 4-i 

C/i • »-4 

S L> t/i 

.S'B Si 

•M G , 

</> G CJ 


J—< ’-ri Oh 

a ° 

'O « ,•> 

. vS 

On £ 

w bfj cj 


C2 . 


aJ # 

»-< G to 

rd ^<U 

^ 'o B 
^ > c • 

2^ g . 

o - u 


hs 

o . rt 

m'B - 

■3 -2 -a 

ct -Cl « 
2 r; Sh 

GG O 


CJ v* 

2 w 
G >—I 


CJ 

1-4 

Ah 

rt 

CJ 

-AH 

CJ 

1> 

t>~N 

CJ 

to 

CJ 

> 

cJ 

CJ 

u 

U 

s 

2 

G 

a} 

d. 

CJ 

rt 

Oh 

CJ 

u 

Gd 

4-H 


,- d 
Gd gj 

■ S o 3 
2 


Oh^-g .5 

i-H <U i-J 

O G O 

° 33 ’> 

3 

a p y 


o 8 <° 

to to 

CJ CJ U 
1-4 rj CJ 
^ w > 

* S I 

CJ 

1-4^3,_, 

£ a -S 


I rt « 

i +-> wj y 
, Cm .C g 
I ° C/0 
1 3 Cm ^ 

: S3 O .23 

! cj O 
,0^0 
i aj O h 

. « ^ r: 

rt U “ 

-G -cj 


u O 
cfl h 

g 

o SP 

4—* ^ *-i 

g CO 
> , 

-§ -G - 


i-4 H 

—- <L> 

d • j-h 


O 

’-r' O 

c/3 

H 

P CJ 

? -G 

2 

4-J 

CJ _ 
f-\ T3 

o 

G 

Gh aj 
CJ 

CJ '—‘ 

t-4 

<5 

?5 rn 

4—i 


rt 

3-p| ^3, 


"o ^ - 

i co n ^ 
| t?33 

?o.5 
? t5 -3 

^ I 

3 % Z 

-* 3 n 

u C G 

i ,- rt r ~d 

r~< 

! v aj .5 
: £ *-« dd 
1 cj -*-* 

u -—i 
I 0-4 ’ £ 

6 ^ S 


u ^ 
’ O ^ 

1 ^ ^ 


' Li 

d <U r 

^ 2 
O QJ . 
<u Oh 

^ § : 
O u 

o ^ 

to . 

O T- 


“ u u 
3 -a -g 

CU 4-> 4-» 

,y ^ u- 

Vtn O O 

Ch - , 1-4 

6D-2 o 


as 

SV ^ -G 
u -g U3 

-m g j- 

u- -c O 

■ — t-< 

-G 3 

toO m rt 
3 a) CL, 
O te « 
g i—, 

H o 

to Q V3 

y -c a 

• G 3 .3 
Oh-D cl, 

• 2^ 'H -S^ 

^ 3 gc 

r—4 O 

Ol u P-i 


g 3 y 

3 2 .2 • 

« O ^3 

w *«» a 

<-3 -3 
O 3 7; 

> 3 g2 ° ' 
b/D <l> » 

- £ 5-4 

h-M B 

o o o 
-2 ^ "S 

•c M ^ 

U 1) 
o hH to 

-5 2 j§ 

33 G 

a ^ 

^ s» 3 ' 

g .> S 

, G t5 > 1 

1 s- 1 

, rt 3 — , 

is a's . 

H CL, « 

O o rt 

< f4 rt fl 

,.S o ‘ 

p <D aj 


CJ 

Id ° 

•S .5 

o 2-i 
-Q 7G 

« vu 

O cj 


-d g 
cj g 

o3 CJ 

M o 
«-g 

&• d 

OJ ^ 

53 « 


t3 O 
^ ,g w 

° A o 
3 73 <1 

a it w 


3 G 
W 'rt 
13 toO 


.3 ns « 
3 

-G y w 
3 3 a 

.a a h 

■ H 8* z 


c -G 

CL, *j 
3 . H- 

3 >- M 

33-3 m 


Cl"G 


>N >, CJ 


2 'G 

3 '<£ 




O & 

HA 

C+H 

O "T3 
03 

CJ CJ 
bX) Jr| 

<5 o3 


O 

& 

G 

03 


CJ O 
CJ U 
M rt 
CJ 

* § 


cj >-. 
33 bD 
« O 

rt O 
rl CJ 

G3 72 

C/5 

s s 

S rt 

CJ C/5 

<*> o$ 


CJ 

<L> O 
Sh G 

O 1) 
o Lh 
rt ,_£> 

b» c 
.2 o 
00 ° 
i-i 

a a 
o 

ts <-« 


•“O 

a 

a 


bp 

'3 

i~> 

n 

g4 

H 


G G 

<3 y 


_a o 
u a 
o a 
’“G 
° G 

C/5 


Oh 


o3 •_, 

<l> GG 


G 

oj 


<44 

<-w 
*“d O 
CJ C/5 

t! x3 
rt JJ 


<L) <U 

-a ^cj 




Uh 

c 

te 

O 

bn 

r 

4-* 

CJ 

r-Q 

G 

C 

’4-J 

O 

bp^ 

G 

CJ 

CJ 

G 

*8 C 

> 

«-H 

CJ 

O 

2 

CJ 

CJ 

4-3 

£ 

4-> 

oS 


> O OJ « 

'§ ^ 2 o ^ 

w £ ^ .S £ 


w 

o 

<J 

w 

p4 

rt 

O 


o 

z 


z 

< 

o 

PC 

o 


o 

G 


T3 

cj 

G 


oj _, 
> 2 
« O 


CJ 

Vh 

1) 

"Oh 


CJ 
. JD 

4-* 

o 

c 

2 

G 

O 

& 


3 

,_ g 23 

g ^ s 

-O iH 

>-•0 .22 
23 O 33 

CS i-> 

CJ o/j 

-£ rt .S 

aS u 


CJ «2 

33 s 
- £ 


<0 rt 

bfl 

aS l* 


03 

CJ 

4-> 

as 

u 

h3 


& y 

■*& 

o 

03 r* 

CL,q 

o cr - 

4 —* as 
nj 


CJ 
t a] 

4-> 4-> 

.. 3 

o ° 
33 ^ 

CJ cS 

6 T3 

, ~0 
CJ 

r “G 


CJ 

G4 


CJ 


> 
o 
u 
Oh aS 


CJ 


CJ 4-. 
4-J on 

OS S-H 

t^<-G 

CJ 

~ y 

•-H 


'a ” 


+-> _C} 

V5 4 J 

aS 

Oh G 
aj 

CJ Oh 
r-G O 
^ CJ 


O 
Oh 

2 &). 


04 




3 G 


2 tp 

gj G 

G *G 
as 3 
Gh/- 


Oh 

o 

G 

.2 

aS 

N 


S «Q 


G 

ta 


bf) r3 
G bJO h 


cj d 

2 *o 

O CJ 

V5 

’“G ^ 

g a 

. 2 .2 

CJ 7G 

^ .> 
CJ ‘cj 
CJ 

' O 

o l2 

G 

O u 
cj 2 

a.3 

CL, L, 

- 6 

O 


2 

o 


as 

CJ 

04 


G 

O 

On 

O 

2 

Oh 


CJ 

JG 


G 

O 

<44 

. ■ 5-3 

nu cj 


.G "G 

> <L) 

2 3 

• G </j 

_ 

O 03 




OS 


OJ ^o 


O 3 

CL, 33 

a, 

0 3 

4-J 

T3 2 

2 Gh 
OG 3 

M O 

CJ 


G 

aS 

2 


CJ . 

S3 ^ 

o 0 

2 g ,. 

U ^ H 

O * G3 

~a --. . 

« o 

VJ O ° 

a ffi 


CJ 

.£ 

rt cj 


aS 


_Q O 2 

O ^ H 

Th CJ G 


-3 rt 
G cj 
as CJ 

2 ^ 

aj m-h 

> O 


CJ 

bO 

oJ 

s 

o 


Lm m 
O O 

4~J 

s . 

w> fs S 

03 is f-4 

O 4 Yi ^ 
CJ S £ 

"5 g 


o 
tL, 
G cj 


Cl, 

C3 


Ui 

O O 
LH *-• 

«'g 

C/5 rH 

CJ q 

u 5 

s a 


-G G 
bfi o 

'Sb 


CJ 

O 


CJ - 


3 Oh 
G3 O 

G3 e 

• G^ g 

3,0 
O r. 


D 


7~5 

aS 

*"0 


—! Ch 

s & 

G cj 

C/5 4-J 

as q 
O .G 


, , 03 

2 -G 
^ H 




CJ 

as 

Oh 


2 bX) 
C/0 q 


3 G 
■ G; cj 
’“O ^ 

CJ on ' 

if 

^G q 

U ^ 


3 o 

PS *-> 

G-, 

1 U on 


03 CJ 

K>. G 
_n' O 

*XJ 

^ *c 

33 G 

r~^ 

C/5 , ~ H 

§ SJ 


tJJ 

G 

O 


2 G 
•q cj 

£ > 
^ CJ 

q G 
G q 
- bX) 
r-G 

4-J QJ 

G q 
5 h .G 

^ pJG 
<3J CJ 
_q 03 


w jj o 


T3 ^H-O 


s 


. G 
T3 

OJ r-G 

.9 ^ 

J3 -- 

C3 — 
X O 

CJ 

on 
. 5 h 
G 03 
rt CJ 

G >. 


G f 

p' ^ 
G q 

bfjc* 

.G 2 

G a3 
cj ^q 
• G CJ 
G 

G 2 

CJ TJ 
H rt 
"G rO 


P CJ 
*-1 4-* 

cj 2 
G=! o 

C/5 £Lh 
h« . C/5 

2 IU 
a ^ 

■a G3 

_ cj M 
G bfl ^ 
pq M 5 


pj 


CJ 


O >' 

^ s 


CJ 
« 3^ 
fcfl O 
G Qj 


CJ 

LJ 

o 

H 


ni 


CJ 33 n3 ~ m 
33 fcD o CJ 

•HJ • — rS 

- v ~ ^ 
G - 1 c 
^S“G U 

4-3 > ^H ^ 

rt o G CD 

bD Oh q 

q . • G 

n 3 G (/) 

CJ • -- i 4-J 

^ I 'I G 

bp ^ ^ JJ 

.G <j1 O rt 
u 

> b) 
_ aS 


CJ 

’tj 


^ ^G 

CJ on 

q „ 
LO >' 


G G 

G G3 


g Z 

Lh _, 

h-> -a 
a! c 

CJ CJ 

•s g 

CJ 2 
bp CP 

<2 ^ 

^ o 
G G 

2 ^ 

G G 

8 w 

CJ q 

G4 cS 

CO Oh 
. aS 


4- » I >—H 

aS aj 

■"G ^ ~ . 

y >% 

S-j in 

03 O O 

5- H 4-3 4-> 

p , on ^ 

-x) -3 ^ 

q G vG 
as ^ G 
cj H 
G 
O 


G3 

cj 


l2 


2^ D 


2 -X! 

Oh 
PS 


G y CJ 

fl 33 

> rt w 

CJ **ra bX) 

> ^ G 

03 O 

G S 

P > 

CJ 

4 ^ G 

* 2 u 


r-q 

'rH 

O 


n3 

CJ 


G „ 

2 r o 


e S 

CJ u 

G ’TJ 


CJ O 


^ o 

a a 


QJ q cj 

rG rr ex. 


4-* q »H 

q .0 o 

05 C+H 4-3 


CJ 
rt 

a 

bD 

.2 0 
33 "2 


4-* 

03 

»H 

o3 

G4 

*G 

r*^ 

q 

CJ 

V—4 

4-3 

GD 

CJ 

G4 

G 

C/5 

5-4 

G3 

q 

O 

CJ 

<44 

CJ 

00 

+-» 

£ 

> 

G 

C/5 

*T3 

O 

0 

4-3 

QJ 

r-—H 

4-J 

0 

a 


b0.2 .S3 

-- O 2 

.3 a a 

r O H 

o g . 
a cj 2 
£ S cS 


^>S 

b/i 

G 

O 


W 

u 

< 

w 

Ph 

O 

H 

P 

<J 

o 

PC 

w 

G 

H 

55 

O 

VO 




ticipants or give suggestions for its preparation. But it Perhaps some readers may remember that Japanese gov- 

seems that once the conference begins, the most important I ernment policies on textile products put so much pressure 

part of my role as chairman has already ended. on the American market that it caused about 113,000 Amer- 

I am convinced that a role in the background as a mes- ican workers in the textile industry to lose their jobs from 

senger or a worker would be more suitable for me. I say 1970 through 1971 . Four hundred textile factories were 
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the Japanese share, because of Japan s relative smallness com- who are religionists and am encouraged that they arc help- 

pared to America, should be only equal to or less than that ing the cause of world peace. 

o America, if people insist on things like that, a lot of time In the future, there may be minor troubles or suspicions 

and energy will be wasted and the movement for world between the United States and Japan. But even if this hap- 

peace, t e most important thing, will not be promoted. pens, I am convinced that the ties between the religionists of 
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come from outside themselves. We cannot live without The present situation in Asia is highly complex, and the 

those. We, as individuals, can exist only by being supported question of the path that we Japanese should follow will 

by the whole universe. present many difficult problems. Thus the mission of japa- 

When we adequately understand this, a sense of joy and nese religious people is very important, 

gratitude wells up within us. When this sense of gratitude I recollect what Michio Nagai, then the Minister of Edu- 
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quainted. They became able to talk very frankly even about period, the affiliated religious bodies of the 1RO invited 

the various issues confronting them within their own de- all participants to evening prayer services and dinner par- 

nominations or organizations, as well as those thoughts on ties. Many elderly and young believers, both lay and monk, 

religion and peace they held in common. This naturally voluntarily served as waiters, waitresses, and cooks. They 

strengthened the feeling of solidarity among the members of offered their warmhearted and sincere hospitality to each 
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allowed to disembark at any nearby port and were still on necessary steps to help solve these problems by mobilizing 

board the ship, which was lying at anchor off the coast of the spiritual and material resources available to us. 

Singapore. Upon hearing this news, a group of delegates 

volunteered to meet and talk to the refugees. At the meeting of the International Board of the WCRP, 

The news was conveyed by word of mouth. Many par- which followed the Asian Conference on Religion and 
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one. The resolution of the WCRP International Board also the direction in which the project had initially been aimed 

stated that “the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees will after sincere efforts by all the workers and the kind eooper- 

be consulted at every step.” ation of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees. 

Thus the Boat People Rescue Project was begun. The All the refugees on the Roland and the I .cap l)al were 

WCRP International Board appointed a relief committee eventually able to land, and they have been gradually trails- 
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in front of the conference hall and call for offerings was a 
Shintoist. When the project officially began, people of al¬ 
most all religions participated in some way. This is a prom¬ 
ising sign for future activities as people of religion. 
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May: Rissho Kosei-kai accepted eighteen more Vietnamese 
refugees. July: Rissho Kosei-kai accepted an additional forty 
Vietnamese refugees. July 9-16: attended the International Of¬ 
ficers meeting of the WCRP in New York. 
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